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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Sally

DRAFT FINAL AUDIT REPORT - SEPTIMBER 6 - 8, 2061

Thanl: you for the opportuniy to ¢comment or. the FSIS Draft Final Audit Report for the ratite
inspection visit 6 -§ September 2001.

‘You &8k about the New Zealand response to ¢ letter sent to us on 18 Cctober 2001. It would
appear that the original lette); was lost soracwhere between New Zealand and your office. You
should have received a reserd of that letter now via our Embassy in Washington. If this is not
the cz3¢ please advise Jason Frost at the New Zealand Embassy, and we shall try again.

"We vaderstend that the reference to "marginally acceptable” in -your covering letter equates to
the "zcceptable/re-review" outcorne in the suinmary of the report. Tt should be noted that there
was 110 eXit meeting held thereby providing no opportunity to give clarifications to the
revicwer. Therefore, New Zcaland is providing specific comment to a number of points in the
report in order to assist with the accuracy, and hence value of the Final Report.

The xeport noted that the establishiment visited currently slaughrars bovines, equines, and
ratites (ostrich) at separate t mes, and notes that New Zealand will need to enter into
discussions with Washington on this matter. New Zealand wishes to advise that separate
representations will be raede to Washington ‘n this regard.

Since the receipt of this report, another on site review of the premises visited was conducted
on 9 April 2002, The deficiencies noted in this report have been adequately addressed.

Appended as Annex [ is the New Zealand response to the point: raised by the Draft Final
Report.
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Youws sincerely
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o1y Zohab
‘iﬁ;rector (Animg] Products)
MAF Focd Assurance Authority
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Anpex I

New Zealand Response to the Draft Final Audit Report - 6-8 September 2001
Entzance Meeting

2. Ratite Wational Microbiological Database (INMD) of New Zealand (NZ)

At the time of the inspection New Zealand officials were in the process of developing this
programme in asgociation with reprosentatives of the ratite indusxy. Work bad been
undertaken to determine the most sppropriate carcass sampling sites. The establishment
visited was carrying out micrabiojogicsl sampling from those sites at the time of the visit, but
these were not in accordance with 2 fully operational NMD. (Refer to later comments in this
dacument).

Eeadgquarters Audit

The third bullet on page 3 refers to genenc E. coli and Salmonelia testing which were not in
place at the time, altbough a premises-based programme was in place at the time. (Refer to
later comments in this documment). '

Goverpment Oversight

Please note that the reference to "Comimerce" on line 7 18 incorrect. MAF Food Assurance
Authority and MAF Verifica:ion Agency are both part of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry. Asure New Zealand is a State -Owried Enterprise (SOE) and is accountable to MAF

Food for the performance of ante-mortem and post-mortem inspaction to MAF Food
standarde.

SANITATION CONTROLS
Facilities and equipment, which had not been properly maintained at the time of the visit,

vrere scheduled for attemtion and were correcied in a timely and approoriate fashion. This was
demonstrated during the current FSIS inspection visit to New Zealand (3 April - 2 May 2002).

Cross-Contamination

New Zealand interprets the comment with regerd to faccal contswination as noting positive
corrective action.

The potential contamination from. worker armpits was addressed following the FSIS
inspection.

Humene Slaughter

New Zezland places high priority on stunning being performed in an humane manner,

therefore, MAF Food is extrzmely disappointed to find that stur:ning was unacceptable to the
reviewer during his inspection. The humane slaughter approval issued by MAF Food for the



establishment explicitly requires stunning to cease immediately if it cannot be performed
humanely. Immediate action was taken to address the defective device.
Maintenancs

Maintenance was scheduled and completed within agreed time frames.

Parsornel Hygiene and Practces

The establishment to ensure that there were no continuing potential contamination problems
addressed! the matter of sleev sless shirts.

SLAUGHTER/PROCESSING CONTROLS

The dressing deficiercy noted, "many feathers on carcasses”, wes addressed by the
establishrnent immediately.

EACCP Implementation

At the time of the FSIS inspection the HACCP plan was in the process of being assessed by a
MAF Verification Agency HACCP Co-ordinstor as part of the recognition of validity process
requirzd by MAF Food for US-certified establishments.

Testing for Gereric E. coli

While the establishment was performing microbiological sampling of carcasses using MAF
Food agreed sampling sites taere was no formal National Microbiological Database (NMD) in
place, and hence formal carcies sampling numbers had not been established. An NMD has
only recently been agreed be:ween the ratite iadustry and MAF Food and is now being
implemented. This puts many of the points icentified in Attachrsent C of this repert, in to
place under an official progriumme.

The regults obtained during the first year this NMD programme is in place will serve as a
baseline study. New Zealanl is prepared to saare this information with FSIS to assist in the
determination of appropriate performance criteria for ratite slaughter and dressing.
ENFORCEMENT CONTROLS

Inspection System Controls

As in«ﬁgated in the covering letter, New Zealand will undertake separate discussions with
FSIS with regard to the fact “hat this establiskment is currently slaughtering and dressing
£quinzs.

Zesting for Salmonellg Species



Nezw Z:zaland is currently implemeziing testing for Salmonella sy xcies as part of the ratite
NMD programme.



